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the new men are Bengalees or foreigners, as is most frequently
the ease. The former are regarded with a certain degree 01
dis<mst and dislike by all orthodox Oryahs. It will not avail to
argue the right or wrong of this prejudice, or, because "in our
estimation foolish and unjustifiable, to act as if it did not exist.
There is no doubt that it does exist, and will operate to the
detriment,, if not the total failure,, of any scheme which shall be
forced on the people in disregard of it.

Now the general standard of education among the people,
is so very low, that it does not seem at present the best policy
to raise that standard per saUitm to the comparatively hi^h
point apparently aimed at. We require first to place within
reach of the massess of the people, a moderate standard of edu-
cation, comprising the ability to read and write correctly, and a
knowledge of the elementary rules of Arithmetic. To these
attainments, which will have a practical bearing on their ma-
terial affairs, we should wish to add a few ideas of Geography
and History, some correct principles of morality, and a store of
general information j which acquirements will tend to the en-
largement of their minds, the improvement of their habits, and
the correction of their ignorant prejudices. It would 1)3 far
preferable to raise the masses to this standard, than to elevate
a few only to a much higher one; and we think that the exist-
ing agency, the indigenous schools and schoolmasters, may
be rendered quite adequate to this end. If these ideas be correct,
it is manifestly impolitic to adopt any plan of general education,
which shall not acknowledge the native Chatsalees and Obodhans,
as its basis, and their improvement and encouragement as its
immediate object, with a trust, thus to reach the great aggre-
gate of the population through a medium acknowledged and
approved of by themselves, without arousing their superstitious
fears, and prejudices.

We now proceed to apply the two principles above noted, to
the outline of a plan of general education. We have said that
example and assistance are what is required from Government,
and that mainly in the due aud judicious application of these
principles, lies, in our opinion, the secret of success. It is not
meant to be said that these principles are new ones, for
they are at present acted on by Government. Model and other
schools on approved plans, and far above comparison with any
thing of the kind that is indigenous, have been established in
the country, and thus the example as to the mode of imparting
an- improved education, its elements and results,, besides the